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Career paths and exposure

By ROBERT NOVAK
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — Jobs 
for Michigan’s Graduates students 
tested their acumen for egg safety 
Wednesday during a hands-on prod-
uct innovation event at the Whirlpool 
Corp. Benton Harbor Technology 
Center.

About 30 Whirlpool mentors col-
laborated with more than 40 JMG 
students to design and market model 
cars carrying eggs. With the students 
and mentors divided into groups of 
eight, teams competed against one 
another to create an makeshift car 
that could safely bring eggs to the 
bottom of a ramp.

“I’m defi nitely a trust-the-process-

type-of-person. Not even just in the 
classroom, but just in my day-to-day 
life,” Benton Harbor High School 
senior and JMG youth Brianna 
Spencer said. “I learned that every 

idea isn’t a good idea, but every idea 
should be taken into account.”

Each member of the winning team 
won a $40 Amazon gift card, includ-
ing Spencer who helped lead the 

group to victory. 
Surprises were revealed through-

out the competition, where teams 
could pitch a business plan for addi-
tional capital to spend on their egg 
car, or teams could add more eggs to 
their car for extra points.

“This event really helps youth 
see career paths and allows them to 
talk to employers and employees of 
an organization that’s right here in 
their own town,” Deputy Director of 
Youth Solutions Sonya Blanzy said. 
“For us, really it’s all about making 
sure that the youth have the career 
development and career exposure 
that they need, but also the mentor-
ship.”

Whirlpool’s pledge to racial equal-
ity has been an important factor in 
their work with JMG over the past 
three years, said Whirlpool Vice 
President of Sales Michael Gross.

He said one of the work streams of 
this pledge is built around strength-
ening communities.

“The past two years we paired 
Whirlpool employees with students 

Photos by Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

From left: Nevaeh Stone, Zion Thompson, Brianna Spencer, Amaya Gomez and Myliyah Stansberry (not pictured) wait as Mike Gross, general manager of sales at 
Whirlpool Corp., inspects the eggs that were secured in their carton during a mentorship program Wednesday with Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates at Whirlpool’s 
Benton Harbor Technology Center.

Whirlpool program 
kicks off with 
‘egg-cellent’ 
competition

Benton Harbor High School students prepare to test their egg car during a men-
torship program Wednesday with Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates at Whirlpool 
Corp.’s Benton Harbor Technology Center.

Benton Twp. 
to buy $2.1M 
ladder truck
By ROBERT NOVAK
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — In 
an effort to replace a 41-year-
old fi re truck, Benton Township 
plans to spend $2.1 million on a 
ladder truck.

The Rosenbauer ladder truck is 
expected to be delivered 660 days 
after approval from the township, 
which occurred at Tuesday’s 
board meeting.

“We spent a lot of time re-
searching what the community 
and the department needs now 
and in the future,” Fire Chief Rob 
Harper said. “And quite honestly, 
if this truck is approved for pur-
chase, it will be around longer 
than I’m alive.”

Harper said he had a team re-
searching trucks for more than a 
year. While the fi re department 
hasn’t bought from Rosenbauer 
before, he assured the township 
it’s a trusted company.

“St. Joe Township just bought 
a Rosenbauer a couple years ago 
and they just got delivery of their 
second one at station two over 
on Colfax. New Buffalo Town-
ship has one and I think Niles is 
looking at some,” Harper said. 
“They’re the biggest fi re truck 
manufacturer in the world.”

With the ladder extended, the 
new truck will reach 100 feet, 
whereas the department’s current 
truck only reaches 75 feet. Harp-
er said the truck is also equipped 
with a 300 gallon water tank and 
pumps 2,200 gallons per minute.

Including $150,000 worth 
of equipment held inside the 
truck, the total cost would come 
to $2,199,212. However, the 
truck’s price would increase by 
6 percent, or around $40,000, on 
Jan. 1.

Cabaltica: 
Pregnant 
women should 
double check 
RSV vaccine
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — 
Pregnant women receiving the 
RSV vaccination are being 
urged by the Berrien County 
Health Department to make sure 
they are receiving the correct 
one. 

There have been several re-
ports in Michigan, including one 
in Berrien Coun-
ty, of pregnant 
women receiving 
the wrong vacci-
nation, Dr. Rex 
Cabaltica told 
members of the 
Berrien County 
Board of Health 
on Wednesday.

“It’s mainly pharmacies,” 
Cabaltica said. “... We tracked it 
down. It seems to appear to be 
Walgreens.”

Attempts to reach Walgreens 
for comment were unsuccessful 
Wednesday.

Cabaltica said part of the 
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Police: Three dead, fourth 
wounded in UNLV attack
By KEN RITTER and RIO YAMAT 
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — A gunman killed 
three people and critically wounded 
a fourth Wednesday at the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas before being 
killed in a shootout with police, au-
thorities said. The attack sent shock 
waves through a city still scarred by 
the deaths of 60 people in a 2017 
mass shooting only a few miles 
away on the famous Strip.

Reports of shots fi red at about 
11:45 a.m. sent police swarming 
onto the campus while students and 
professors barricaded themselves in-
side classrooms and dorm rooms.

Police said the shooting started 
on the fourth fl oor of the building 
that houses UNLV’s Lee Business 

School, and the gunman went to sev-
eral fl oors before he was killed in a 
shootout outside the building.

UNLV Police Chief Adam Garcia 
said at an evening news conference 
that two university detectives imme-
diately got into a shootout with the 
killer.

Authorities gave the all-clear about 
40 minutes after the fi rst report of an 
active shooter.

Sheriff Kevin McMahill said stu-
dents had gathered outside the build-
ing to eat and play games. If police 
hadn’t killed the attacker, “it could 
have been countless additional lives 
taken,” he said.

“No student should have to fear 
pursuing their dreams on a college 

K.M. Cannon / Las Vegas Review-Journal

Amanda Perez, left, is comforted by fellow student Alejandro Barron following 
a shooting on the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, campus, on Wednesday in 
Las Vegas.See SHOOTING, page A2
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problem is that two vaccina-
tions for RSV with similar 
names were FDA approved 
earlier this year, with only 
one of them approved for 
pregnant women.

Abrysvo by Pfizer has 
been approved to be used 
during the 32nd through 
36th weeks of pregnancy to 
protect infants for up to six 
months after they are born, 
according to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control.

Both vaccines, Abrysvo 
and Arexvy by GSK, have 
been approved for adults 60 
years or older.

Respiratory syncytial vi-
rus, or RSV, is a common 
respiratory virus that usu-
ally causes mild, cold-like 
symptoms, according to the 
CDC. However, RSV is the 
leading cause of infant hos-
pitalization in the United 
States due to severe illness 
such as bronchiolitis and 
pneumonia.

The CDC reports that 
each year, RSV leads to 100 
to 300 deaths in children 
younger than 5 years old.

In addition, people over 
the age of 60 are more at 
risk for complications from 
RSV due to weakened im-
mune systems.

RSV leads to 6,000 to 
10,000 deaths among adults 
65 years and older, accord-
ing to the CDC.

After Wednesday’s meet-
ing, Cabaltica said clinical 
trials using Arexvy on preg-
nant women were stopped 
because the vaccine was 
found to increase the rate of 
preterm births and elevated 
blood pressure in some of 
the mothers. He said in the 
clinical trials, Abrysvo was 
also found to slightly in-
crease preterm births.

“Is the risk of preterm de-
livery and elevated blood 
pressure potentially leading 
to preeclampsia worth the 
benefit of giving the child 
protection against RSV 
during those first three to 
six months of life?” Cabalti-

ca said.
According to the CDC, 

preeclampsia occurred 
in 1.8 percent of preg-
nant women who received 
Abrysvo’s RSV vaccine, 
compared to 1.4 percent of 
women who received the 
placebo.

The CDC noted a small 
increase in the number of 
preterm births in vaccinated 
pregnant women, but didn’t 
know if this was related to 
the vaccine or something 
else.

Health Officer Guy Miller 
said in September, the CDC 
recommended that pregnant 
women with due dates be-
tween October and January 
get the Abrysvo vaccina-
tion. But the vaccine is hard 
to find.

“I know a lot of the OB 
offices are not offering it,” 
Miller said.

Cabaltica said that leaves 
pregnant women having to 
receive the vaccination at 
pharmacies.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 
932-0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

RSV
From page A1

“What we’re going to do, 
we’re looking at $1.5 mil-
lion of the ARPA (American 
Rescue Plan Act) to be used 

toward the truck,” Treasurer 
Debbie Boothby said. “And 
we’re going to finance the 
rest.”

To avoid as many addi-
tional fees as possible, the 
township plans to pay for 
a majority of the truck up-

front and finance the rest 
within three to five years. 
Comptroller Ben Brewer 
said the township is also ex-
ploring low-interest loans as 
an option.

Contact: rnovak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @rnovakHP

TRUCK
From page A1

to help them work through 
what happens after high 
school,” Gross said, who 
also serves as a JMG mentor. 
“This year, we decided to get 
more hands on. We thought 
if we could build more trust 
with the students early on, 
then it could strengthen their 
resumés and college applica-
tions.”

JMG, the leading program 
of Youth Solutions, provides 
youth with the skills needed to 
find their path in education and 
success in future employment.

“This is just step three of the 
mentorship program. We’re 
really just letting the students 
get to know the mentors be-
fore we partner them up,” 
JMG Specialist and Corey 
Sterling said. “The program, 
it gives the opportunity to re-
move barriers to employment 
and life skills.”

This was the third of six 
scheduled mentorship pro-
gram events JMG will hold 
throughout the school year.

Sterling said mentors will 
take the JMG students to 
Kohl’s in Benton Township 
to shop for work clothes and 
hold a mock interview at a fu-
ture event.

Contact: rnovak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @rnovakHP

JMG
From page A1

Photos by Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

Dionna James, senior director of sales strategy and operations 
at Whirlpool Corp., and Benton Harbor High School student Beau-
tiful Beecham work on their team’s carton during a mentorship 
program Wednesday with Jobs for Michigan’s Graduates at Whirl-
pool’s Benton Harbor Technology Center.

Benton Harbor High School students Keyona Catchings and 
Lazarus Ross wait as their egg car is inspected for damage during 
a mentorship program Wednesday with Jobs for Michigan’s Grad-
uates at Whirlpool Corp.’s Benton Harbor Technology Center.

campus,” the sheriff said.
Authorities didn’t immedi-

ately release any additional 
details about the shootings, 
the victims, the suspect or a 
possible motive.

Professor Kevaney Martin 
took cover under a desk in 
her classroom, where another 
faculty member and three stu-
dents took shelter with her.

“It was terrifying, I can’t 
even begin to explain,” Martin 
said. “I was trying to hold it 
together for my students, and 
trying not to cry, but the emo-
tions are something I never 
want to experience again.”

Martin said she was texting 
friends and loved ones, hop-
ing to receive word a suspect 
had been detained. When 
another professor came to 
the room and told everyone 
to evacuate, they joined doz-
ens of others rushing out of 
the building. Martin had her 
students pile into her car and 
drove them off campus.

“Once we got away from 
UNLV, we parked and sat in 
silence,” she said. “Nobody 
said a word. We were in utter 
shock.”

Students and the community 
were alerted to the emergency 
by a university post on X that 
warned: “This is not a test. 
RUN-HIDE-FIGHT.”

Student Matthew Felsenfeld 
said he and about 12 classmates 
barricaded their door in a build-
ing near the student union.

“It’s the moment you call 
your parents and tell them 
you love them,” said Felsen-
feld, a 21-year-old journalism 
student.

SHOOTING
From page A1


