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LOCAL
Benton Township police chief to retire

By JULIANA KNOT
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP — After 
three and a half years as the Benton 
Township police chief, Brian Smit 
is retiring from his post.

At a board meeting Tuesday, 
trustees thanked Smit for his ten-
ure, which includes more than 26 
years with the township’s police 
department. His last day will be 
June 3.

“I just have enjoyed my time 
at the township. I’ve been treat-
ed very well,” said Smit. “I can’t 
thank them enough.”

Smit said the time was right for 
him to retire.

“I’ve done what I wanted to do, 
and it’s time to move on,” he said.

The chief has accrued 1,200 hours 
of sick leave, which makes his ef-
fective separation date Dec. 30. In 
his letter to the township announc-
ing his retirement, he expressed his 
gratitude to the department, town-
ship offi cials and residents.

Two patrolmen were also pro-
moted to the rank of sergeant at 
Tuesday’s meeting. Scott Scalf has 

been with Benton Township for 13 
years and has worked as a police 
offi cer for 26 years. He is one of 
the department’s defensive tactics 
instructors.

“I’m happy to be sergeant, and 
I’ll do the best I can,” said Scalf.

John Visel, one of the department 
fi eld training offi cers, has been a 
patrolman with the Benton Town-
ship Police Department for six and 
a half years.

“They’re both good candidates. I 
have confi dence in them that they 
will do a good job,” Smit said.

Both offi cers thanked the board.
“It’s been an honor to serve and 

to be a part of this department and 
this township,” said Visel.

The next board meeting is at 
5:30 p.m. May 17, at Benton 
Township Hall.

Contact: jknot@TheHP.com, 932-0360, 
Twitter: @knotjuliana

Smit to leave after 26 
years with department

A new opportunity

By JULIANA KNOT
HP Staff Writer

BENTON HARBOR — 
With graduation approaching, 
Benton Harbor seniors got a 
taste of what opportunities are 
out there on Tuesday.

Benton Harbor High School 
seniors met with mentors, 
discussed their strengths and 
learned about possible careers 
at Whirlpool Corp.’s Benton 
Harbor Technology Center.

“It’s fascinating to hear 
about the different kind of 
things that we can learn about 
and that we can soon get into 
after we graduate,” said senior 
Jonathan Horton. “I feel like 
it’s a new opportunity to learn 
something better.”

The mentoring program be-
gan in March, as Tuesday’s 
event was the fi rst time partic-
ipating students were able to 
come to a Whirlpool campus.

Prior to the mentoring day, 
the 33 students had met with 
their mentors, all Whirlpool 
employees, at Benton Harbor 
High School and had taken a 
StrengthsFinder test to under-
stand better what makes them 
unique. 

Kathleen Wolf, founder of 
The Purpose Partners, a St. 
Joseph consulting fi rm, pre-
sented on how students could 
use their strengths to help 
guide their decisions about the 
future.

“If I would’ve known this 
when I was younger, I proba-

bly wouldn’t have meandered 
so much,” she said.

Daniel Velez, manager of 
media production at Whirl-
pool, said he had mentored 
students before, but this op-
portunity was a chance to 
go beyond homework help. 
Much of the conversation 
centers on future plans: 
college, fi elds of study and 
work.

The StrengthsFinder test, he 
said, helped students put their 
skills into words.

“Going through the exer-
cise helped us better articulate 
what those are,” Velez said.

Students then toured the tech 
center, observing 3-D print-
ing, injection molding and 
3-D scanning. Whirlpool em-
ployees printed shark, octopus 
and lizard fi gurines for the 

high schoolers to take home, 
and some students had their 
hands and heads scanned to 
demonstrate how the technol-
ogy worked. 

Jamarion Jordan, a Benton 
Harbor senior, said he plans to 
study to become an engineer.

“Everything that I’m seeing 
today, I’m trying to absorb. 
I’m trying to learn from it,” 
Jordan said.

Students also met with 
members of the consumer ex-
periences team to learn about 
their jobs.

The mentoring program 
started after the Benton Har-
bor appliance maker created 
an equality pledge in the sum-
mer of 2020. Damita Burton, 
KitchenAid channel sales 
manager and BHHS alumna, 
said mentoring made a differ-
ence in her life, and she wants 
other students to have that 
same opportunity.

“The mentor’s role is some-
one to bounce ideas off of and 
someone to help steer and 
guide and give you alterna-
tive ways of thinking about 
how you’re planning your fu-
ture,” she said. “... Having that 
coach is instrumental.”

When Whirlpool asked for 
employees to become men-
tors, Angie Seger, communi-
cations director at Whirlpool, 
said about 40 people immedi-
ately stepped up. She herself 
is mentoring a senior.

“It was a natural way to con-
nect employees at our com-
pany with students at Benton 
Harbor High School to sup-
port them in the best way pos-
sible as they graduate,” Seger 
said.

Contact: jknot@TheHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @knotjuliana
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John Shepherd, a Whirlpool Corp. senior model maker, shows visiting Benton Harbor students how to use the Handy Scan on Tuesday 
at Whirlpool’s Benton Harbor Technology Center.

BH students take 
in Whirlpool 
mentoring event

Kathleen Wolf, founder of The Purpose Partners, discusses career 
planning Tuesday with Benton Harbor students at Whirlpool’s Ben-
ton Harbor Technology Center.

Shelby Evans, a Whirlpool Corp. model maker, shows visiting Ben-
ton Harbor students how to use the Metra Scan on Tuesday at 
Whirlpool’s Benton Harbor Technology Center.

Man arrested for 2018 
homicide in VB County

By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

PAW PAW — A South 
Carolina man and two 
other people from South-
west Michigan face felony 
charges for a homicide that 
occurred four years ago at 
a mobile home park 5 miles 
east of South Haven. 

Jonathan Batiste Anderson, 
37, of Charleston, S.C., was 
arrested April 30 in Niles 
and arraigned Monday on 
an open murder charge in 
7th District Court in South 
Haven.

Anderson is accused of 
killing 47-year-old Shaun 
Pierre Gill on March 1, 
2018, at his home in Port 
of Call West mobile home 
park in Geneva Township. 
He also faces felony fi rearm 
and perjury charges and re-
mains in Van Buren Coun-
ty jail with no bond. His 
next scheduled court date is 
3 p.m., May 11. 

Two other suspects, 
31-year-old Roxanne Marie 
Mills, formerly of Allegan, 
and Patrick James Watkins, 
32, formerly of Van Buren 
County, are expected to face 
charges as well. Both are 
serving sentences on unre-
lated charges in Michigan 
Department of Corrections 
facilities. 

When their arraignments 
occur, Watkins will be 
charged with open murder 
and felony fi rearm, while 
Mills faces perjury charges.

Eight law enforcement 
agencies worked together for 
the past four years to piece 
together the homicide that 
resulted in Gill’s death, said 
Van Buren County Sheriff 
Daniel Abbott. The agen-
cies included the St. Joseph 
branch of the FBI, Pokagon 
Tribal Police Department, 
Michigan State Police 5th 
District Detective Bureau, 
Covert Township and South 

Haven police 
departments 
and the Alle-
gan and Ber-
rien County 
S h e r i f f ’ s 
Department 
detective bu-
reaus.

“I can tell you there have 
been long hours, days, 
months and years of hard 
work into this homicide in-
vestigation,” Abbott said. 
“Hundreds of interviews 
were conducted to get this 
investigation to where it is 
today. All the investigators 
did a great job being able to 
get the answers to what took 
place the night of the homi-
cide. ... It’s rewarding to be 
able to give the victim’s fam-
ily, friends and loved ones 
some type of closure, to this 
horrifi c event that took place 
March 1, 2018.”

Gill, who had lived in the 
mobile home park for 15 
years, was shot inside his 
residence at 9 p.m., after 
he answered a knock on his 
door.

Surveillance video near 
Gill’s home showed two 
men, armed with guns, at 
his doorway the night of the 
murder. When Gill opened 
his door, he was shot once 
in the head. A woman inside 
the home ran into the bath-
room and called 911.

Several neighbors who 
were interviewed at the 
mobile home park the day 
after the shooting thought 
the crime may have been 
drug-related. It was report-
ed since at the time that a 
robbery gone wrong led to 
Gill’s death.

“It is believed a robbery 
went bad,” Abbott said. “It 
is our understanding they 
all knew each other from the 
community.”

Two others from 
Southwest Michigan 
to face charges
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IN BRIEF
St. Joseph police 
investigating 
8-year-old’s death

ST. JOSEPH — St. Joseph 
police are investigating the 
death of an 8-year-old on 
Tuesday.

The St. Joseph Depart-
ment of Public Safety re-
sponded Tuesday afternoon 
to a report of a deceased 
8-year-old in the 700 block 
of Columbia Avenue.

The scene was processed 

by the Michigan State Po-
lice Crime Lab out of Grand 
Rapids, Public Safety Di-
rector Steve Neubecker said 
in a news release.

An autopsy will be con-
ducted at Western Michigan 
University Homer Stryker 
School of Medicine.

The news release also 
stated this appears to be an 
isolated incident, posing no 
threat to the community. At 
this time, police have no 
further details to report.

Michigan Senate OKs new scholarships, boosts college funding
By DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. — The Michi-
gan Senate on Tuesday overwhelm-
ingly approved a spending bill that 
would fund new college scholarship 
program for high school graduates 
and increase operations funding 
for state universities by 11 percent 
overall.

The legislation, one of 14 bud-
get bills to clear the chamber, was 
passed 31-4 with broad bipartisan 
support and will be further nego-
tiated in talks with Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer and the House, which is 
expected to advance its own budget 

plan starting Wednesday. It would 
be the largest higher education in-
crease and budget in decades, at a 
time the state has surplus tax reve-
nue.

Republicans who control the Sen-
ate also set aside $2 billion for tax 
cuts in hopes that an agreement can 
be reached between GOP legislators 
and the Democratic governor, who 
have been at odds over the size and 
breadth of tax reductions. Senators 
split along party lines on many oth-
er spending bills Tuesday and will 
pass a K-12 measure Wednesday.

The Senate did overwhelm-
ingly agree to propose awarding 
“achievement” scholarships to 2022 

high school graduates, with a goal 
of continuing the new program in 
future years. Students attending in-

state four-year colleges could get 
up to $6,000 a year, while those at 
in-state community colleges could 
qualify for up to $3,000 annually. 
More than three-quarters of this 
year’s graduating class would be 
eligible.

The aid would cover tuition or 
mandatory fees not already offset 
by need-based federal Pell Grants 
or Michigan’s tuition program for 
Medicaid recipients. The state has 
previously launched tuition-free 
community college assistance for 
adults ages 25 and older and front-
line pandemic workers.

“When our young people put in 
the work and demonstrate they are 

capable of being successful, we 
should ensure they have the free-
dom to pursue a postsecondary de-
gree that fi ts their career paths,” said 
Sen. Kim LaSata, a Niles Republi-
can who chairs the Senate’s higher 
education budget subcommittee.

The Democratic governor had 
proposed a 10 percent boost to op-
erations funds for 15 universities.

The Senate bill includes an 11 
percent hike along with $361 mil-
lion for the scholarships and $562 
million from the school aid fund to 
pay down pension liabilities of sev-
en universities that are part of the 
Michigan Public Employees Retire-
ment System.

“When our young people put in 
the work and demonstrate they 
are capable of being success-
ful, we should ensure they have 
the freedom to pursue a post-
secondary degree that fits their 
career paths.”

SEN. KIM LASATA
R-Niles
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